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After huffing and puffing uphill past luminous Aspen groves and delicate widfowers for more than an hour,
wie expected a big reward: a sweeping view of Steamboat Springs, an imposing waterfall, a cold beer -
samething

Thegfaothridue, which we'd identified as our final destination, epanned an undenwhelming gurgle. Still, we
apped the obligatory photos, congratulated ourselves on surviving a 2,000-font elevation gain and tumad
ound for the much easier journey down

A70-somethingffian hiking Mwith his wie set us straight. Our lukewanm respanse fo his “How were the
falls?" query ifRggd him off to@ur mistake: Fish Creek's upper falls were another 20 minutes past the bridge.
Gasp.

Aboutface, HUff, pull, Stony silence laced with "glass halt-ful' mutterings from my friend Lex]. And
wondering if we were too far out of our comfort zones to keep ourselves entertained and uninjured for
days in northem Colorado.

his summer wildemess adventure was my idea. A faray into ouidoarsiness. ~ three days in Steamboat
Springs hiking, biking and horseback riding, a drive and hike in rugged Rocky Mountain National Park and a
dayin Boulder. twaould be a break from aur home bases in Atlanta and D.C_ and the usual East Coast
acations.

(Gasp. This time we were responding o the view aver spiky evergreens to the valley and the historic mining
and ranghing town of Steamboat Springs, sleepy this time of year without the bustle of skiers. Shushing
water drew Us around another Tew bends inthe trail, and there itwas — a lovely watarfall and an icy faot bath
instead of a cold beer.

Itwas a peaceful spot about 8,500 feet above sea level. Notbad - considering we almost made the climb
wweithout the reward,

Our Rocky Mountain debut a cauple days eariier had heen rough. We ran into a deer along U.S. 40 as we
made aurway intotawn in the dark. Wie hoped the deermade out at least as well as the banged-up rental
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After hufing and puffing uphill past luminous Aspen groves and delicate wildflowers for more than an hour,

we expected a hig reward: a sweeping view of Steamboat Springs, an imposing waterfall, a cold beer --

l/. =something.

Thegootbridge, which we'd identified as our final destination, spanned an underhelming gurgle. Still, we
apped the obligatory photas, congratulated aurselves on surviving a 2,000-foot elevation gain and turned
gund far the much easier journey down.

ﬁ’?D—somethin an hiking
falls?" guery i hirn off tg,

Gasp

with his wife set us straight. Our lukewanm response to his "How were the
r mistake: Fish Creek's upper falls were another 20 minutes pastthe bridge.

Ahoutface, Huff, pufl, Stony silence laced with "glass half-full® mutterings from my friend Lexi. And
wondering if we were too far out of our comfort zones to keep ourselves entertained and uninjured for
days in northern Colorado.

his surnmer wilderness adventure was my idea. A foray into guidgorsingss - three days in Steamboat
Springs hiking, biking and horseback riding, a drive and hike in rugged Rocky Mountain Mational Park and a
} day in Boulder. twould be 2 hreak from our home bases in Atlanta and D.C. and the usual East Coast
acations

Gasp. This time we wers responding to the view over spiky evergreens to the valley and the histaric mining
and ranghing town of Steamboat Springs, sleepy this time of year without the bustle of skiers. Shushing
water drews us around another few bends in the trail, and there it was - a lovely waterfall and an icy foot bath
instead of a cold beer.

Itwas a peaceful spot about 8,500 feet above sea level. Mot bad - considering we almost made the climb
without the reward.

Our Rocky Mountain debut a couple days earlier had been raugh. We ran into a deer along U.S. 40 a5 we
rmade our way inta town in the dark. \We hoped the deermade out at least as well as the banged-up rental
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